AS A  REFORMER OF INTERNATIONAL LAW.     197

that portion of Roman municipal law which was common
to Rome and other states, and which was free from the
intricate formalities and cumbrous ceremonial of which
the Jits Civile was full. When the Roman lawyers
became converts to the Stoic philosophy, they regarded
their own Jits Gentium as a portion of the lost code of
Nature, and dignified it for the future by the appellation
of Jus Naturale. Thus it is not to be wondered at that
Grotius imagined their Jus Gentium or Jits Naturale
to be a system of rules for guiding independent states in
their mutual intercourse. To a mind like his, full of the
notion of Nature and her law, both names would be mis-
leading. His mistake was a very natural one to make;
and it certainly was the means of introducing into Inter-
national Law a large number of rules and principles of
which it stood sorely in need.

For whilst the mediaeval order was breaking up in
Europe, the discovery of the New World'had pushed to
the front problems which had been unknown before, and
which the old ideas were quite inadequate to solve.
They were capable of giving some sort of answer to
questions concerning the transfer of territorial rights by
conquest, the effect of the cession of territory by sale or
gift from one potentate to another, the mutual rights
and duties of suzerain and vassal, and others of a similar
kind; though, as we have already seen, even on this
familiar ground their solutions were becoming day by
day more inapplicable to the altered circumstances of
Europe. But they were wholly unable to resolve such
disputes as were then beginning to arise between the
great discovering and colonizing nations with regard to
the boundaries of their respective settlements, and the
extent of the rights gained by their navigators. Matters